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in Metro- EaSt landflll

By 'l‘lmodly Middlelar
. " Metro-Bast Journal Staff '
A pproximately 200 barrels ol
) what .?olluﬂon contrel officials

low-level” toxic wastes.-
hava ‘been buried at the MAL

‘Landﬁll at Dlinois 203 and In-
: erstate 55-70 near Granite City.
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"7 State Environmental Proteo-

. ton Agency officials
| Xaste Pposes no pollution at.
; About 11 h B

to be diverted

owever,

.wmuuwanofﬂustate’

fbecause the Metro-East Jandfill
{ig not considered a safe dump-
lng grotmd for tho hamdotl
materlal. Shoamntret

The barrels a!ready buned
lat the dandfill also have to

-

- be_moved, -the officials ‘said.-

EPA regional manager Ken-
neth Mensing jn Collinsville .de-

smbedtbe_matenalhthebar- ing.
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j- dous materials,”
- said. “If these barrels are Jeak-

would have been burled at the
Wilsonville Jandfill desigmated
for toxic wastes, but it has
been closed by court order de-
spite EPA insistence it s a

safe storage area
Both the Wi]smw.ﬂe and

‘Granite City landfills are own-

ed .by SCA Services. Its offl-
::’.lals cou]dmtbamnchedto-

ﬂy..| .

Thoenstencc ofthebarrek
was learned by the Metro-East
Journal from a source claiming
to be an employee of the land-'
fill, Hesaldhebadseenma-
terial ing . from . .barrels
stored on -trucks.. formerly
parked -at ‘the :site, 5.4 5.

Hesaldhebecamoahnned
after seeing a television -news
specia] on toxic wastes, “The
Killing' Ground,” on 'Dhursday.

The source said he did not
know what the material was,
butdescrlbedltasfoul-smell-
ST

“Youcmaeebyﬁ:eoﬁm

" there (at the Iandfill) trailer. Rend

loads of barrels leaking -hazar-
the source

ing, naturally this stuff is leak- !
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* The EPA tssued a spedal
permit to the landfili to acce
and dispose of the waste
November, Thomas Cavanagh,
manager ot landﬂll ts for .
the EPA, said .

‘He said the baxrels are bur-
led ot a part of the site that
is underlain by more than 10
feet of relatively impermeable
clay separating # from the wa-
ter table, which supplies drink-
ing ‘water to numerous Metro-
‘East communities, «',. .. 4

'I'lm!s“absoﬂutelynot”my \
cause ' for alarm; Cawm.\agh1
sald.“Wedonotlssmpermi \
for 'people ‘to  pollute” the «
groundwater; we lssue permits
so the ‘groundwater is protec-
ted from pollution.” -

Mensing sald that after the
special permit was issued,.
landfill operators djscovemda X
water-bearing  strata of silt -
about five feet below the sur-
~face, and were forced to sus-
d operations. . :
‘He said the water could con- -
jvably carry. material Jeak- )

from the barrels to a point -
‘it could : pose .& threat
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